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Prior to 26 wWarch 1951, the Volkspolizei Dienststelle (VPD) in Gera was lecated
in the former tochnical plant at 100 Kepplarstrasse. The VPD mmbsred about 2,500
police, However, the installation was capable of guartering another 1,000 men,

The VPD in Gera was organized inlo a headquaritersy 3 infantry Kommandos, with §
Abteilungen to a Kommando; 3 Zuege to a Abbteilung and 3 Grupnen to & Zugs

1 artillery Kommando; and 7 Sondorabteilungen, being engineer, sipnal-communications
notoreycle, armored, mortar, AT artillery and heavy artillery unids. One Gruppe

had an average strength of 1 NCO and 9 El, whereas one Gruppe of a rifle Ab-

“teilung was composed of 1. NCO and 12 &M, «

Personnel of the VPD in Jera included:

VP Kommandeur Flur, (fnu), commanding officer,

VP Oberrat lleister, (fmu), PK officer,

VP Kommlssar Trich Krauss, officer in the PK section.

VP Oberrat lLaunroth, (fnu), chief of staff,

VP Kommandeur Pietsch, (fnu), divector of training;

VP Kommissar Stoessel, (fmu), ordnance officer,

VP Oberrat iumeller, (fnu), administrative officer.

VP Oberwachtmeister Anton Ceminsky, interproter.

VP Hal Johannes Pieske, commanding officer of 3d Kormriando.

VP Kommissar Klaein, (fmu), PK officor of 3d Kormando.

VP Oberkorrissar Fischer, (fnu), commanding officer of 1lst Abteilung,
VP Kommiscar Oetiel, (fnu), comumding officer of 2d Abteilung.

VP Xommissar Leissner, {fnu), PK officer of 2d Abteilung.

VP Kommissar Schwiedereck, (fnu), PK officer of 3d Abteilung.

VP Oberkormissar Helmut Rothe, comianding officor of Lt} Abteilung.
VP Kommissar Schlumbs, (fnu), cormanding officer of Sth Abteilung,

The 1st Abteilunz of an infantry Kom-ando beinz an assault unit, was equipped
exclusively with submachine munsi the 2d Abteiluns s @ rifle unit, with model
98~k carbines, 2 light machine -uns and, for the sharpshooters, nodel 98-k
carbines with telescopic sights; the 3d Abteilung » @ light machine pun wnit,
with about 6 light machine guns, model 98-k carbines and model 03 vistols;
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the Lth Abteilung, & heavy machine gun unit; with 3 hmvy machine
guns , model 98-k carbines and rapid-fire rifles; and the Sth Ab-
teilung, a morbar unit, with 3 mortars, model 90~k carbines, piw
stols and means of signal commmnication, Heavy weapons of the unit
included 1 T=3k tank, 1 gun of about 150-mm, 1x122-wm howitzer,
1x88~mmn sun, 2 Soviet T6,8-mr1 AT gune and, allegedly, 1 armored
reconnaissance car, fhe unit was fully eguipped with infantry arms,
one for esch polic,emano Other infantry arms were stored in the
ordnance roons of each Kormando avad in the central ordnance »oonm
of the VFD,

The ammnition was stored in aboub 16 bunkers, other bhunkers being
under sonstruction, len bunkers for artillsry ammmnition were mm:e"
by a dark-red coat of paint.

On 2 Jamuary 1951, 2 new training period started, with ‘bw tactical
training being conducted only in ac:coruance with Loviet manuwals, #*

Other VPDE._ included two VPDs in .zluri, one being

ars officerts school, the VPR in weissenfels, ths VPR {school) in
Havrburs, the VFD in Zotha, the VPO (school) in Doebeln, the VPD

in Loobsu, the VED in Zittsu, the VPO in Tormau, the VD in drossensw
hain, the VPD in Zeithain and the VP2 (factical school} in Potsdam T

25X1A * *voxv1canA raport svpplied by anoiher source at ihe sare tiue
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oufirms the substantial data on the VED in Gera, includiny the nanes
of officers, lowever, the other sowrce sst ivating tne strength of the
Vi a‘b 1.800 police ig given more crodence,
_uor'"ne"sto The VPDs mentioned agres with avai ?.able inforvation.
TE Has not Been deterpined whether the tacbical gschool, which is
nr*obao]v located in the Carde llussren Xaserne on Stalinellee in Potsdanm.
3 the for’m er VP School from Dessau~Kochatedd or an instruction coursa
oe the HVA for platoon leaders which was previcusly identifisd in Pobsdan,
The VP school for commanding officers was last reported to be located in
Kochstedt in February 1951,
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